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SOLUTION (ENGLISH)

Class 12 - English Core

SECTION A – READING SKILLS
1. Read the text carefully and answer the questions:

Within the memory of the youngest child, there was a family of rabbits who lived near a pack of wolves. The wolves announced
that they did not like the way the rabbits were living. One night several wolves were killed in an earthquake and this was blamed
on the rabbits, for it is well-known that rabbits pound on the ground with their hind legs and cause earthquakes. On another night
one of the wolves was killed by a bolt of lightning and this also was blamed on the rabbits, for it is well known the lettuce-eaters
cause lightning. The wolves threatened to civilize the rabbits if they didn’t behave, and the rabbits decided to run away to Desert
Island. But the other animals, which lived at a great distance, shamed them saying, You must stay.
"Where you are and be brave. This is no world for escapists. If the wolves attack you, we will come to your aid, in all probability.”
So, the rabbits continued to live near the wolves.
And one day there was a terrible flood which drowned a great many wolves. This was blamed on the rabbits, for it is well-known
that carrot nibblers with long ears cause floods. The wolves descended on the rabbits for their own good, and imprisoned them in
a dark cave, for their own protection.
When nothing was heard about the rabbits for some weeks, the other animals demanded to know what had happened to them. The
wolves replied that the rabbits had been eaten and since they ate the affair was a purely internal matter.
"They were trying to escape", said the wolves, "and, as you know, this is not the world for escapists"- James Thurber.

2. Read the text carefully and answer the questions:

1. It is generally accepted that leadership development should be a part of the education system's responsibility for preparing
individuals to participate in a democratic and progressive society. Many schools, colleges and universities, across nations,
provide their students with leadership courses, curricular programs and co-curricular programs that are designed to develop
students’ formal knowledge about leadership as well as opportunities and experiences to develop students as leaders and
actually practise leadership. Yet, only a handful of studies have sought to understand leader development from the students’
point of view, with students describing their own experiences and what they learned from them in their own words.

2. A 2014 descriptive study sought to understand student leadership with research through key events via the following research
questions:
Research Question 1: What key events do student leaders in college, report as significantly impacting their development as a
leader?
Research Question 2: What lessons do student leaders in college, report learning as a result of the key events they have
experienced?
Research Question 3: Are certain key events more likely to be linked to particular lessons?
Approximately 130 students were contacted and the 72 interested, were interviewed. Two members of the research team were
present for each 15-45-minute interview. One member served as the primary interviewer while the second ran the audio
equipment. The results for lessons learned (Table 1), were varied, but there were a few that were frequently quoted.

Table 1

(ii) They pound with their hind legs(i)
The rabbits decided to run away from their place of living to another safe place because they were blamed by the wolves
for every bad thing.

(ii)

The rabbits changed their decision later on when

i. They were told to stay where they were and be brave
ii. They realized there is no place in the world for escapists
iii. Other animals assured them to aid in time of need (any two)

(iii)

(iv) escaped(iv)
(iv) selfish(v)
The wolves justified their action to the other animals by saying the rabbits are escapists.(vi)
They were imprisoned them in a dark cave.(vii)
Don’t try to run away from your problems OR We should not move away from our problems(viii)
(i) Wolves said that they ate them since they tried to escape(ix)
(iii) The Rabbit Who Caused All The Troubles(x)
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Lessons learned Responses

Identity 58

Self Identity 54

Leadership Identity 30

Balancing Roles 19

Individual Competencies

Delegation 17

Decision Making 15

Adaptability/Flexibility 38

Resilience/Persistence/Hard Work 18

Taking Initiative 36

Accountability/Responsibility 29

Big Picture 27

Learning to Teach/Learn 18

Supports System

Developing and Using Support Systems 36

Being a Support System 28

Working with Others

Communication 59

Teamwork 26

Conflict 21

Diversity 32

Inspiring and motivating others 17

Other working with others 30

Getting the job done

Task skills 55

Envioronment 54

3. This study described the rich array of leadership lessons that students are learning through their experiences. It revealed that
student leaders are learning foundational leadership skills and competencies that have positively impacted how to accomplish
work, how to work with others and how to be both supported by and support others.
(295 words)

FALSE, The researcher indicates that educational institutions have opportunities and programmes to inculcate leadership
skills.

(i)

No, The aim of seeking students’ perspectives was to enable a better designing/ creation/ of the leadership programmes
in educational institutions.

(ii)

D. certain lessons are common in more than one(iii)
72 of 130 students consented and were interviewed
Note- 72 out of 130 is more than half/50%.

(iv)

B. Students will be able to manage the responsibilities of a mentor, planner researcher and presenter.(v)
C. relationship of key events with particular lessons.(vi)
This needs attention because it clearly indicates that the lessons created/student experiences do not allow sufficient
opportunity for development of this crucial skill.

(vii)
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SECTION B – CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS

3. 

Dance & Drama Society 
THE SANSKRITI SCHOOL, PATNA

10th July 2019
NOTICE

A Fancy Dress Competition will be held as under: 
Date: 25th July 2019 
Time: 11 a.m. onwards 
Duration of performance: 3 minutes 
Last date for submission of names: 16th July 2019 by 4 p.m.
For details contact the undersigned 
David/Dorothy 
Secretary 
Dance & Dram Society

OR

SUNSHINE PUBLIC SCHOOL - DINDIGUL 
NOTICE

Lecture on Road Safety
18th March 20XX
All students are hereby informed that there will be a lecture on Road Safety by Inspector of Police (Traffic) on 21st March
20XX in the school auditorium from 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM. The lecture will focus on how to maintain road safety and how to
spread awareness about the same in others. Attendance of all students is compulsory. Students must assemble in the auditorium
and take their seats by 9:15 AM.
Swati Biswas
Principal

4. Sunrise Global School,
Agra
29 March 2019
Dear Sir,
Our school is going to organise its Annual Sports Day on 15 April 2019. Your gracious presence will motivate students and
inspire all of us. We request you to come and hand over the prizes to the budding sportspersons of our school at 2 pm.
Looking forward to your acceptance by 5 April.
Yours faithfully
Karuna
Contact no. XXXXXXXXXX
Sports Secretary

OR

ACCEPTANCE
7-C, Yojna Vihar,

Delhi 
10 May 2018

Dear Anuj 
Many thanks for inviting me to attend your post selection party which will be held on 16th May 2018 at your home. I shall be
highly delighted to attend the same and will enjoy the party with great fun. 
Yours truly 
Rahul Gupta

A. collaboration(viii)
Being able to amicably and effectively resolve matters/conflict resolution 
(Any other/Similar relevant)

(ix)

I disagree because no amount of theoretical knowledge can aid students to actually apply their learning about leadership
and develop various skills.

(x)
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5. 121, Bank street
Kanpur
10th December, 20XX
The Editor
The Times of India
Kanpur
Subject: Simple weddings better than exuberant ones
Sir,
Through the medium of this letter, I would like to express my concern over the meaningless display of wealth during weddings
these days. In the present day, lavish weddings have become a trend. Hotels, farmhouses and banquet halls are booked months in
advance. Even lower-middle-class families are entertaining more than a thousand guests and consequently, they have to pay debts
for months and sometimes for years too. No stone is left unturned to fulfill the desire of pretentiousness of being affluent in front
of society. There is no denying of the fact that a wedding is indeed an important occasion but this moment of joy should not
become a burden for families. We need to invite only our relatives and close friends for a wedding. An overcrowded gathering
only leads to chaos and unnecessary expenditure. It is always better to have a simple wedding ceremony and an amount can be set
aside to give to the couple to start their new life.
I hope my letter gets some space in your newspaper so that, through this trusted medium, people understand that money should
not unnecessarily be wasted on exuberant wedding celebrations but should be used to invest in building the foundation of a happy
married life.
Yours sincerely
Ram

OR
C-40, Ashok Vihar
New Delhi
1 April 2019
The Advertiser
Box. No. 8365
C/o The Times of India
New Delhi
Dear Sir,
Subject: Application for the post of sales assistant
In response to your advertisement published in 'The Times of India', dated 20 March 2019, stating the requirement of young and
fresh graduates as sales assistants, I offer my candidature for the same.
I have passed my B. Com. (Hons) from S.R.C.C. Delhi, securing 75% marks. I am a zestful and potential student of 21 years. The
challenges that the above-mentioned post offers me are big and I am excited to face them under the guidance of your expert team
with full enthusiasm for my personal growth and the organisation as well. I enjoy sound health and pleasing personality. I have a
reasonably good command over both Hindi and English and possess convincing power and good communication skills which, I
hope, make me eligible for this position.
If selected, I shall certainly prove myself worthy of the post. If you find my profile worthy of it, please feel free to call me at any
time suitable to you. I would be glad to come in for an interview.
Yours truly
Chetan Sharma

BIO-DATA

Name Chetan Sharma

Father's Name Sh. Mohan Lal Sharma

Address C-40, Ashok Vihar, New Delhi

Date of Birth 15 September 1998

Educational Qualifications
(i) B.Com (Hons.) in the year 2019 (75%)
(ii) CBSE (10+2) Passing year 2016 (83%)

Salary Expected Rs.15,000pm + perks

Marital Status Unmarried
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Language Known Hindi, English

6. Rising Prices: An Ordeal for Common Man 
Nalini

A rise in prices, economists say, is a sign of development and prosperity. However, during the last two decades, prices of almost
all the essential commodities have been increasing at an alarming rate. These soaring prices have caused great unrest and
frustration among the people. The people belonging to the middle class and the salaried people are hit hard.
The prices of petrol, cooking gas, kerosene oil, and several other items of daily use are increasing every year. Not only that,
railway fares, airfares, and bus and taxi charges are also increasing regularly. There are many causes of the unprecedented rise in
prices. Inflation, black marketing, hoarding, faulty credit system, overpopulation and improper system of distribution are some of
the major causes of hike in prices.
There should be an equitable distribution through fair price shops. Shopkeepers should be directed to display the stock of essential
commodities along with their prices. Those people who buy things in the black market should be punished. Production of food
should be increased. Sincere efforts should be made to stabilize the prices of essential commodities. Let us hope that the
government will be able to bring down soaring prices. What is needed is the right intention and the force of will.

OR
Bomb Blast in the Market 

by XYZ
Delhi, 25th October, 20XX: Incidents of bomb blast are increasing day by day. They have almost become a part of daily news.
The people who commit such inhumane activities do not speare any time of the year, especially the festival seasons.
Consequently, even the time of festivals has become completely unsafe. Two days ago, I went to market with my parents for
Diwali shopping. The market was beautifully decorated and a huge crowd of people was busy in shopping. All the people had
excitement on their faces for Diwali. Everything appeared to be normal when suddenly we heard a blast from a nearby area. All
the excitement turned into horror and sorrow within seconds. Within a fraction of seconds, everything went haphazard. 
Before we could understand anything, the shrieking sounds from all the sides started panicking. The whole atmosphere changed
completely. Nearly six shops were badly hit and fire broke out in a restaurant gulping the other shops in flames. Women and
children, especially who were lying on the floor to save themselves, were seriously hurt. The whole situation was appalling and
pathetic.

SECTION C - LITERATURE
7. Read the text carefully and answer the questions:

“A roadside stand that too pathetically pled,
It would not be fair to say for a dole of bread,
But for some of the money, the cash, whose flow supports
The flower of cities from sinking and withering faint.”

OR
Read the text carefully and answer the questions:
And 
looked out at Young 
Trees sprinting, the merry children spilling 
out of their homes, but after the airport’s 
security check, standing a few yards 
away, I looked again at her, wan, pale 
as a late winter’s moon and felt that old 
familiar ache ...

Because they have something to sell(i)
Pathetically pled(ii)
survival and betterment(iii)
Metaphor(iv)
Pathetic(v)
(2) is the reason for (1).(vi)

enhance the contrast.(i)
d. (2) is the reason for (1) and can be inferred from the extract.(ii)
age has fogged mother’s youthful appearance.age has fogged mother’s youthful appearance.(iii)
Option (d)(iv)
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8. Read the text carefully and answer the questions:
When I heard this, I didn't want to laugh any more, I felt terribly sad. How could they believe that it was disgusting if one of us
held that package in his hands, even though the vadai had been wrapped first in a banana leaf, and then parcelled in paper? I felt
so provoked and angry that I wanted to touch those wretched vadais myself straightaway. Why should we fetch and carry for these
people, I wondered. Such an important elder of ours goes meekly to the shops to fetch snacks and hands them reverently, bowing
and shrinking, to this fellow who just sits there and stiffs them into his mouth. The thought of it infuriated me.

OR
Read the text carefully and answer the questions:
The corridor I was in began angling left and slanting downward and I thought that was wrong, but I kept on walking. All I could
hear was the empty sound of my own footsteps and I didn’t pass a soul. Then I heard that sort of hollow roar ahead that means
open space and people talking.

9. Read the text carefully and answer the questions:
Together they have imposed the baggage on the child that he cannot put down. Before he is aware, he accepts it as naturally as his
father. To do anything else would mean to dare.

OR
Read the text carefully and answer the questions:
I jumped over the bench and sat down at my desk. Not till then, when I had got a little over my fright, did I see our teacher had on
his beautiful green coat, his frilled shirt, and the little black silk cap, all embroidered, that he never wore except on inspection and
prize days. Besides, the whole school seemed so strange and solemn. But the thing that surprised me most was to see, on the
backbenches that were always empty, the village people sitting quietly like ourselves.

10. Answer any five of the following questions in 40-50 words each:

All of these 
The young sprinting trees signify the active, cheerful bright, and energetic youth.

(v)

childhood,(vi)

1, 4 and 6(i)
Option 2(ii)
The fact behind the comic story changed the mood of the narrator.(iii)
Bama(iv)

Charley(i)
Third Level, Grand Central Station(ii)
Jack Finney(iii)
It was complete silence.(iv)

All of these(i)
a. (1) Can be inferred from the extract but (2) cannot.(ii)
of working for the bangle industry(iii)
aware(iv)
Losing eyesight(v)
Daring/To dare(vi)

Strange(i)
Franz felt that the atmosphere in the school was unusual and serious.
M. Hamel wore formals.
The last benches of the classroom were occupied by the senior village men. (any one)

(ii)

(2) is the reason for (1).(iii)
it was his last lesson in French.(iv)
surprised,(v)
Facts(vi)

No, the peddler did not expect the kind of hospitality that he received from the crofter. This was because usually he was
greeted by ‘sour’ and unfriendly faces whenever he knocked on doors and requested shelter.

(i)

The poet uses the symbol of Earth from nature to explain his idea that there can be life under apparent stillness. Earth
can teach us how life emerges from the remains and ashes of the dead. A seed may appear to be inactive but one day the
same seed may sprout and become a fruit-bearing tree.

(ii)

A thing of beauty is a joy forever because it is a permanent source of joy and inspiration and leaves a lasting impression
on us. The pleasure and happiness given by it never fade away but keeps on increasing with the passing time. Whenever

(iii)
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11. Answer any two of the following questions in 40-50 words each:

12. Douglas' experience at the YMCA pool had a far reaching effect on him. It left him weak and terrified. It haunted him till later in
life. It ruined his fishing trips and deprived him of the joy of canoeing, boating, and swimming. He was never able to go back into
water again. He tried to avoid it whenever he could, but whenever he went to a pool, the terror that seized him in the pool would
come back. His legs would become paralysed. Icy horror would grab his heart. This handicap stayed with Douglas for years.
Finally, one October, he decided to employ an instructor and learn to swim. The instructor gradually built a swimmer out of
Douglas by making him practice five days a week, an hour each day. He taught him the techniques with the help of a cable and
also taught him to breath underwater. To remove his residual doubts about his fear of water, Douglas went up the Conrad Creek
Trail to Meade Glacier and swam across to the other shore and back. He then shouted with joy after finally having conquered his
fear.

OR
The poet subtly brings out the contrast between the wonderful freedom of the work of art created by Aunt Jennifer and the
constraints of married life. She finds an outlet of her feelings in her needlework.The aunt has been subjected to suppression at the
hands of her dominating husband and it is only in the embroidery that she gives expression to her fear and creates fearless animal
which portrays her desire to be like them.

13. The brief association of Derry with Mr. Lamb boosted his self-confidence and helped him to respect his own self. The manner in
which the old man made Derry realize the importance of his being self-dependent, of respecting himself and of holding on to hope
helped Derry undergo a remarkable change. The newfound self-esteem makes him tell his mother that his looks are not important.
It is not likely that the death of Mr. Lamb would take him back to his secluded life. This big change is definitely here to stay and
would not be undone due to setbacks.

OR
Dr. Sadao and his wife Hana remained in a state of conflict for quite a long time. They couldn’t throw a wounded man again into
the sea. They thought if they gave shelter to him in their house, they could be arrested. Handing him over to the police would have
meant throwing him into the jaws of death. They were in a state of intense conflict. Ultimately, the duty of a doctor overpowered
all other petty considerations. The servants revolted around the idea of serving a white man. Hana herself washed the wound. Dr.
Sadao had decided to operate on Tom. 
Hana obeyed her husband without a word. Hana was to give an anaesthetic if the patient needed it. The doctor made a clean and
precise incision. The bullet was out. At last, Dr. Sadao declared: “This man will live in spite of all.” Therefore, Dr. Sadao saved a
dying man. Hence, the ethics of a doctor won over petty racial considerations. 

we look at a beautiful object, we are filled with comfort and joy. When we are burdened with grief, a thing of beauty
comes as a ray of hope and makes us forget our sorrow and suffering at least for some time.
Sophie had some unreal dreams. She dreamt of opening an amazing boutique in her hometown after schooling. She also
dreamt of becoming a manager or an actress in order to earn a lot of money.

(iv)

Gemini Studios made Tamil films for simple and ordinary people who had nothing to do with English poetry and were
never exposed to it either. So according to the author, the English poet's visit and his speech were pointless as it would
not create their interest in English poetry and he saw no logic in the English poet's address to the audience at the Gemini
Studios.

(v)

Umberto Eco had some basic philosophical interests and he pursued them through his academic work and his novels.
Besides, he even wrote books for children which are essentially about non-violence and peace. Thus, even in these books
he pursued his 'bunch of ethical, philosophical interests’.

(vi)

About six hundred and fifty million years ago, there existed a giant amalgamated southern super-continent Gondwana.
At that time there was no human life except a huge variety of flora and fauna. With the passage of time, this landmass
was forced to separate into continents shaping the globe as we know it today. India pushing northwards jamming against
Asia to form the Himalayas. South America drifted off to join North America and opened up the Drake Passage to create
a cold current.

(i)

When the Maharaja thought that he had killed the hundredth tiger, his joy knew no bounds. The elated king returned to
his capital and ordered his staff to bring the dead tiger in a grand procession and take it throughout the town. Following a
grand parade, the tiger was buried and a tomb was erected over it.

(ii)

Geoff Green is a Canadian explorer. He has started a programme of taking the young school students on Ice i.e. to the
ends of the world. There they could get inspiring educational opportunities with the help of their experiences, they can
develop a new understanding and respect for their own planet. As policymakers, they can help save the planet from the
present dangers.

(iii)
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However, at the same time, being a true patriot, he did inform the General about the prisoner. It was sheer luck that the General
forgot to send the assassins and the prisoner was saved.
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