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Time Allowed: 3 hours Maximum Marks: 80

MOCK BOARD PAPER (ENGLISH) 
Class 12 - English Core

 

General Instructions:

1. 15-minute prior reading time allotted for Q-paper reading.

2. The Question Paper contains THREE sections-READING, WRITING and LITERATURE.

3. Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part. Write the correct question number in your answer

sheet to indicate the option/s being attempted.

SECTION A – READING SKILLS

1. Read the text carefully and answer the questions:

Within the memory of the youngest child, there was a family of rabbits who lived near a pack of wolves. The

wolves announced that they did not like the way the rabbits were living. One night several wolves were killed

in an earthquake and this was blamed on the rabbits, for it is well-known that rabbits pound on the ground with

their hind legs and cause earthquakes. On another night one of the wolves was killed by a bolt of lightning and

this also was blamed on the rabbits, for it is well known the lettuce-eaters cause lightning. The wolves

threatened to civilize the rabbits if they didn’t behave, and the rabbits decided to run away to Desert Island. But

the other animals, which lived at a great distance, shamed them saying, You must stay.

"Where you are and be brave. This is no world for escapists. If the wolves attack you, we will come to your aid,

in all probability.” So, the rabbits continued to live near the wolves.

And one day there was a terrible flood which drowned a great many wolves. This was blamed on the rabbits,

for it is well-known that carrot nibblers with long ears cause floods. The wolves descended on the rabbits for

their own good, and imprisoned them in a dark cave, for their own protection.

When nothing was heard about the rabbits for some weeks, the other animals demanded to know what had

happened to them. The wolves replied that the rabbits had been eaten and since they ate the affair was a purely

internal matter.

"They were trying to escape", said the wolves, "and, as you know, this is not the world for escapists"- James

Thurber.

[10]

Complete the sentence by choosing an appropriate option. 

According to the wolves, the earthquake was caused by rabbits because ________.

i. They keep hopping

ii. They pound with their hind legs

iii. They had a connection with the almighty

iv. All of these

(i)

Comment on the writer’s reference as to why the rabbits decided to run away from their place of living to

another safe place.

(ii)

List the two reasons why rabbits changed their decision later on.

(Clue: Think about what did they realise and think)

(iii)
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Choose the option that conveys the opposite of ‘stay in place’, from the passage.

i. affair

ii. aid

iii. descended

iv. escaped

(iv)

What characteristic of the wolves does the phrase ‘for their own good’ reveal?

i. selfless

ii. hypocrite

iii. confused

iv. selfish

(v)

Based on your understanding of the passage, how did the wolves justified their action to the other animals?(vi)

Complete the given sentence with an appropriate inference, with respect to the following: 

The final fate of the rabbit was ________.

(vii)

What lesson do we learn from the story?(viii)

What happened when other animals asked for the rabbits?

i. Wolves said that they ate them since they tried to escape

ii. Wolves said it’s a personal affair and others shouldn’t interfere

iii. Wolves said that they put them in jail

iv. Wolves said that the rabbits escaped

(ix)

Select the most suitable title for the above passage.

i. Wolves and Rabbits

ii. The Rabbit Who Caused All The Troubles

iii. Rabbits - The Cutest Companion

iv. Reap as You Sow

(x)

2. Read the text carefully and answer the questions:

1. It is generally accepted that leadership development should be a part of the education system's

responsibility for preparing individuals to participate in a democratic and progressive society. Many

schools, colleges and universities, across nations, provide their students with leadership courses, curricular

programs and co-curricular programs that are designed to develop students’ formal knowledge about

leadership as well as opportunities and experiences to develop students as leaders and actually practise

leadership. Yet, only a handful of studies have sought to understand leader development from the students’

point of view, with students describing their own experiences and what they learned from them in their own

words.

2. A 2014 descriptive study sought to understand student leadership with research through key events via the

following research questions:

Research Question 1: What key events do student leaders in college, report as significantly impacting their

development as a leader?

Research Question 2: What lessons do student leaders in college, report learning as a result of the key

events they have experienced?

Research Question 3: Are certain key events more likely to be linked to particular lessons?

Approximately 130 students were contacted and the 72 interested, were interviewed. Two members of the

[10]
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research team were present for each 15-45-minute interview. One member served as the primary interviewer

while the second ran the audio equipment. The results for lessons learned (Table 1), were varied, but there

were a few that were frequently quoted.

Table 1

Lessons learned Responses

Identity 58

Self Identity 54

Leadership Identity 30

Balancing Roles 19

Individual Competencies

Delegation 17

Decision Making 15

Adaptability/Flexibility 38

Resilience/Persistence/Hard Work 18

Taking Initiative 36

Accountability/Responsibility 29

Big Picture 27

Learning to Teach/Learn 18

Supports System

Developing and Using Support Systems 36

Being a Support System 28

Working with Others

Communication 59

Teamwork 26

Conflict 21

Diversity 32

Inspiring and motivating others 17

Other working with others 30

Getting the job done

Task skills 55

Envioronment 54

3. This study described the rich array of leadership lessons that students are learning through their

experiences. It revealed that student leaders are learning foundational leadership skills and competencies
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that have positively impacted how to accomplish work, how to work with others and how to be both

supported by and support others. 

(295 words)

Does the following statement agree with the information given in paragraph 1? 

The researcher believes that educational institutions have ideal resources to study impact of leadership

skills on young adults.

Select from the following: 

True- if the statement agrees with the information 

False- if the statement contradicts the information 

Not Given- if there is no information on this

(i)

Do you think the researchers of the study aimed to change the students’ outlook towards the development

of leadership skills, directly or indirectly? Support your answer with reference to the text.

(ii)

Select the option that displays the most likely reason for including Research Question 3 in the 2014 study. 

In order to find out if...

A. learning opportunities shape students’ overall personality.

B. leadership lessons are the result of the designed learning opportunities.

C. all learning opportunities cater to a specific lesson.

D. certain lessons are common in more than one learning opportunity.

(iii)

Complete the sentence based on the following statement.

More than 50% of the identified student respondents were keen to participate in the 2014 study.

We can say this because ________.

(iv)

Select the option that displays the key event designed with “Balancing Roles” (Table 1) as the objective.

A. Students will be able to debate the issue at hand, with different teams.

B. Students will be able to manage the responsibilities of a mentor, planner researcher and presenter.

C. Students will be able to surmount minor problems and focus on the final goal.

D. Students will be able to explain concepts and clarify them for peers.

(v)

Complete the given sentence by selecting the most appropriate option. 

The 2014 study attempts to understand student leadership by focussing on ________.

A. experiences that shaped students’ overall personality.

B. lessons gained by students as they grew up.

C. relationship of key events with particular lessons.

D. students in leadership roles.

(vi)

The lessons for ‘Individual competencies’ had a range of responses. 

Give one reason why having the least number of responses for Decision Making, is a matter that needs

attention.

(vii)

Complete the given sentence by selecting the most appropriate option. 

The concluding sentence of the text makes a clear case for ________ by listing it as a core competency for

student leadership.

A. collaboration

B. flexibility

C. hard work

D. observation

(viii)
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SECTION B – CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS

Complete the sentence appropriately with one/two words. 

In the context of “Working with Others” in Table 1, the lesson of ‘Conflict’ refers to ________.

(ix)

Based on the reading of the text, state a point to challenge the given statement. 

When theoretical knowledge about leadership suffices, it is a waste of funds by educational organisations,

to organise leadership camps and programmes.

(x)

3. You are David/Dorothy, the secretary of the Dance and Drama Society of the Sanskriti School, Patna. Write a

notice for your school notice board inviting students to give their names for a Fancy Dress Competition.

[5]

OR

The Principal, Sunshine Public School, Dindigul has invited the Inspector of Police (Traffic) to deliver a lecture on

‘Road Safety’ in her school. Draft a notice in about 50 words informing the students to assemble in the school

auditorium.

4. On 15th April, your school is going to hold its annual sports day. You want Mr. Dhanraj Pillai, a noted hockey

player to give away the prizes to the budding sportspersons of the school. Write a formal invitation in about 50

words requesting him to grace the occasion. You are Karuna/Karan, Sports Secretary, Sunrise Global School,

Agra.

[5]

OR

You are Rahul and have been invited to the post-selection party of your friend Anuj. Write a reply accepting the

invitation you got.

5. Day by day lavish weddings are becoming more and more fashionable. Hotels, farm houses and banquet halls

are booked months in advance. Even lower middle class families are entertaining thousand plus guests. Write a

letter to the editor of a national daily advocating simple weddings. You are Rani/Raj, 121 Bank street, Kanpur.

[5]

OR

You are Chetan Sharma, a commerce graduate from Delhi University. You are seeking for a suitable job. You came

across an advertisement in 'The Times of India', inviting young and dynamic fresh graduates as sales executives in a
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SECTION C - LITERATURE

reputed company. Apply for the said job to Box No. 8365, C/o The Times of India, New Delhi. 

6. Rising prices of essential commodities make life difficult for the common man. You are Nalini/Ranbir. Write an

article in 150-200 words describing the causes, possible solutions and how students can help their parents to

cope with the problem.

[5]

OR

You witnessed a bomb blast in a Delhi market when you went there for shopping along with your parents for Diwali

purchases. Write a report in 100-125 words for your school magazine.

7. Read the text carefully and answer the questions:

“A roadside stand that too pathetically pled,

It would not be fair to say for a dole of bread,

But for some of the money, the cash, whose flow supports

The flower of cities from sinking and withering faint.”

[6]

Why is it unfair to say that these people are begging for a dole of bread?

a. Because they are unreasonably begging for money

b. Because they have something to sell

c. Because they don't have anything to sell

d. As they shamelessly beg for bread

(i)

Identify the phrase that suggests the following: 

They plead to the rich city dwellers to buy something.

(ii)

The poor people look at the city money for their

a. survival and betterment

b. sorrow and misery

c. growth and opportunity

d. well being

(iii)

Complete the following analogy correctly. Do NOT repeat from used example. 

A roadside stand that too pathetically pled : personification :: Flower of Cities : ________

(iv)
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OR

Read the text carefully and answer the questions:

And 

looked out at Young 

Trees sprinting, the merry children spilling 

out of their homes, but after the airport’s 

security check, standing a few yards 

away, I looked again at her, wan, pale 

as a late winter’s moon and felt that old 

familiar ache ...

[6]

Fill the blank with an appropriate word, with reference to the extract. 

The word which signifies the poor condition of the owner of the stand ________.

(v)

On the basis of the extract, choose the correct option with reference to (1) and (2) given below. 

(1) The poor people are expecting passersby to buy goods from them.

(2) They want to earn money for their betterment.

a. (1) is true but (2) is false.

b. (2) is true but (1) is false.

c. (2) is the reason for (1).

d. Both (1) and (2) cannot be inferred from the extract.

(vi)

What is the most likely reason the poet capitalised Young Trees?

a. convey a clearer meaning.

b. highlight the adj.-noun combination.

c. enhance the contrast.

d. draw a connection with the title.

(i)

On the basis of the extract, choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below. 

(1) The poet knows her mother has aged.

(2) She is struck with the pain of separation.

a. (1) can be inferred from the extract but (2) cannot.

b. (2) can be inferred from the extract but (1) cannot.

c. Both (1) and (2) can be inferred from the extract.

d. (2) is the reason for (1) and can be inferred from the extract.

(ii)

Choose the option that completes the sentence given below. 

Just as the brightness of the winter’s moon is veiled behind the haze and mist, similarly, ________.

a. the pain of separation has shaded mother’s expression.

b. age has fogged mother’s youthful appearance.

c. growing up has developed a seasoned maturity in the poet.

d. memories warm the heart like the pale moon in winter.

(iii)

Choose the correct option out of the ones given below.

a. Simile- then merry children spilling

Metaphor- old familiar ache

(iv)
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b. Metaphor- pale as a late winter's moon

Imagery- Young Trees sprinting

c. Imagery- all I did was smile

Personification- the merry children spilling

d. Personification- Young Trees sprinting

Simile- Pale as a late winter's moon

a. Option (a)

b. Option (b)

c. Option (c)

d. Option (d)

What do young sprinting trees signify?

a. Active

b. Cheerful

c. Bright

d. All of these

(v)

Familiar ache refers the poet's ________ fear.(vi)

8. Read the text carefully and answer the questions:

When I heard this, I didn't want to laugh any more, I felt terribly sad. How could they believe that it was

disgusting if one of us held that package in his hands, even though the vadai had been wrapped first in a banana

leaf, and then parcelled in paper? I felt so provoked and angry that I wanted to touch those wretched vadais

myself straightaway. Why should we fetch and carry for these people, I wondered. Such an important elder of

ours goes meekly to the shops to fetch snacks and hands them reverently, bowing and shrinking, to this fellow

who just sits there and stiffs them into his mouth. The thought of it infuriated me.

[4]

The elder handing snacks reverently, bowing and shrinking to the fellow indicates that the fellow was

1. condescending

2. unassuming

3. submissive

4. disdainful

5. aggressive

6. domineering

a. 2, 3 and 6

b. 1, 4 and 5

c. 1, 4 and 6

d. 2, 3 and 4

(i)

Based on the given context, choose the option that illustrates when a person can be provoked, out of the

examples given below.

1. The employees organised a peaceful protest outside the firm.

2. The manager ill-treated one of the employees and wrongfully terminated him.

3. The employees wrote a letter of complaint against the manager.

4. The director of the firm scheduled a meeting for reconciliation.

a. Option 1

(ii)
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OR

Read the text carefully and answer the questions:

The corridor I was in began angling left and slanting downward and I thought that was wrong, but I kept on

walking. All I could hear was the empty sound of my own footsteps and I didn’t pass a soul. Then I heard that

sort of hollow roar ahead that means open space and people talking.

[4]

b. Option 2

c. Option 3

d. Option 4

What changed the mood of the narrator?(iii)

Complete the sentence appropriately, with reference to the extract. 

The narrator of the given extract is a Tamil Dalit woman whose penname is ________.

(iv)

Who is I referred to here?(i)

The corridor takes I to:

a. Second level, Grand Central Station

b. Third Level, Grand Central Station

c. Times Square

d. Vanderbilt Avenue

(ii)

Who is the author of the given lines?(iii)

Why did I think that he was wrong?

a. Had never seen that place

b. Many times, he had missed the way

c. It was complete silence.

d. He could hear only footsteps of people passing through.

(iv)

9. Read the text carefully and answer the questions:

Together they have imposed the baggage on the child that he cannot put down. Before he is aware, he accepts it

as naturally as his father. To do anything else would mean to dare.

[6]

Together they have imposed the baggage on the child that he cannot put down. Who do they refer to?

a. Sahukars

b. Policeman

c. Middleman

d. All of these

(i)

On the basis of the extract, choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below. 

(1) A child accepts bangle-making as his fate.

(2) They do so in order to carry on their family business.

a. (1) Can be inferred from the extract but (2) cannot.

b. (1) cannot be inferred from the extract but (2) can.

c. (1) is true but (2) is false.

d. (2) is the reason for (1).

(ii)

Complete the sentence with an appropriate explanation, as per the extract. 

The baggage referred to here is of ________.

(iii)

Select the suitable word from the extract to complete the following analogy: (iv)
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OR

Read the text carefully and answer the questions:

I jumped over the bench and sat down at my desk. Not till then, when I had got a little over my fright, did I see

our teacher had on his beautiful green coat, his frilled shirt, and the little black silk cap, all embroidered, that he

never wore except on inspection and prize days. Besides, the whole school seemed so strange and solemn. But

the thing that surprised me most was to see, on the backbenches that were always empty, the village people

sitting quietly like ourselves.

[6]

burden: baggage:: conscious: ________

What hazard is associated with working for the bangle industry?

a. Losing eyesight

b. Becoming deaf

c. Having twisted hands

d. Scaling and numbness of skin

(v)

Complete the sentence with an appropriate explanation, as per the extract. 

________ is not part of the growing up of a child in Firozabad.

(vi)

Select the suitable word from the extract to complete the following analogy 

Solemn: Serious :: ________ : Different

(i)

State any one feature, according to the extract, that Franz noticed about the school that day.(ii)

On the basis of the extract, choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below. 

(1) Franz wondered if that day was a normal day.

(2) Their teacher had dressed differently.

a. (1) Can be inferred from the extract but (2) cannot.

b. (1) cannot be inferred from the extract but (2) can.

c. (1) is true but (2) is false.

d. (2) is the reason for (1).

(iii)

Why was the teacher dressed differently? 

This could be because

a. he had to attend a wedding.

b. it was his last lesson in French.

c. he had to attend an award ceremony.

d. he was on an inspection duty.

(iv)

The narrator was ________ to see the back-benches which used to be empty were now occupied.(v)

The narrator's views about the classroom, in the extract, can best be described as statements based on

________.

a. Facts

b. Hypothesis

c. Beliefs

d. Superstitions

(vi)

10. Answer any five of the following questions in 40-50 words each: [10]

Did the peddler expect the kind of hospitality he received from the crofter?(i)

Which symbol from nature does the poet invoke that there can be life under apparent stillness?(ii)

How is a thing of beauty a joy forever?(iii)
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What was Sophie dreaming to do after schooling?(iv)

How does the author describe the incongruity of an English poet addressing the audience at Gemini

Studios?

(v)

What is special about Umberto Eco’s books he writes for children?(vi)

11. Answer any two of the following questions in 40-50 words each: [4]

When did India and other countries form the part of Antarctica?(i)

How did the Tiger King celebrate his victory over killing of the hundredth tiger?(ii)

What was the aim of the Student on Ice programme in the lesson Journey to the End of the Earth?(iii)

12. How did Douglas’ experience at the YMCA pool affect him and how did he overcome his fear of water? [5]

OR

What is the theme of the poem(Aunt jennifers tigers)?

13. Will Derry get back to his old seclusion or will Mr. Lamb’s brief association effect a change in the kind of life he

will lead in the future?

[5]

OR

How did Dr. Sadao resolve the conflict in his mind between his loyalty to his country and his duty as a doctor?
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