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SOLUTION (ENGLISH)

Class 10 - English Language and Literature

Section A
1. Read the text carefully and answer the questions:

The choices we make on a daily basis-wearing a seat belt, lifting heavy objects correctly or purposely staying out of any
dangerous situation-can either ensure our safety or bring about potentially harmful circumstances. You and I need to make a
decision that we are going to get our lives in order. Exercising self-control, self-discipline and establishing boundaries and borders
in our lives are some of the most important things we can do. A life without discipline is one that's filled with carelessness.
We can think it's kind of exciting to live life on the edge. We like the image of "Yeah! That's me! Living on the edge! Woo-hoo!"
It's become a popular way to look at life. But if you see, even highways have lines, which provide margins for our safety while
we're driving. If we go over one side, we'll go into the ditch. If we cross over the line in the middle, we could get killed. And we
like those lines because they help to keep us safe. Sometimes we don't even realize how lines help to keep us safe.
I'm not proud of this, but for the first 20 years of my life at work, I ignored my limits. I felt horrible, physically, most of the time. I
used to tell myself "I know I have limits and that I've reached them, but I'm going to ignore them and see if or how long I can get
by with it." I ran to doctors, trying to make myself feel better through pills, vitamins, natural stuff and anything I could get my
hands on. Some of the doctors would tell me, "It's just stress." That just made me mad. I thought stress meant you don't like what
you do or can't handle life, and I love what I do. But I kept pushing myself, travelling, doing speaking engagements and so on-
simply exhausting myself. Finally, I understood I was living an unsustainable life and needed to make some changes in my
outlook and lifestyle.
You and I don't have to be like everyone else or keep up with anyone else. Each of us needs to be exactly the way we are, and we
don't have to apologize for it. We're not all alike and we need to find a comfort zone in which we can enjoy our lives instead of
making ourselves sick with an overload of stress and pressure.

2. Read the text carefully and answer the questions:

1. Millions of tons of small waste from plastic bags, bottles and clothes in the world's ocean present a serious threat to human
health and marine environment. This is a warming issued by the U.N. in a report on the most dangerous environmental
problem facing the world today. Global plastic production has increased considerably in years nearly by 38%.

2. A poor waste management means when we have finished with our takeaways contains cigarette butts and party balloons, they
are worn down into trillions of even small particles by the waves. Therefore, there is a growing presence of these micro plastic
the world's oceans.

3. It was estimated in 2010 that millions of tons of plastic was washed into the season have since shown up in the stomachs of
whales, plankton and other marine life. Richard Thompson, professor of marine biology said that in laboratory experiments
the proof that micro plastic an cause harm to organisms.

4. More than a quarter of all fish now contained plastic, according to a recent study why analysed the guts of fish sold in
California. Scientist fear that chemical sin plastician also chemicals which attach themselves to plastic in natural environment
could each poisoning and many disorders in marine lie if consumed in huge quantities.

5. Even human could be adversely affected by the plastic. People could even be brething in plastic micro-particles suspended in
the air with the risk of harmful effect on the lungs similar to air fumes.

6. Volunteers around the world collect trash and tally up what they find on the fall in Ocean's Conservancy's Annual International
Coastal Cleanup. The result item-by-item, location-by-location Ocean Trash Index provides the only snapshot of marine debris

(a) constant need for something different(i)
(d) Balance is not something you find, it's something you create. -Jana Kingsford(ii)
(C) 1 and 4(iii)
Lines on the highway(iv)
It refers to circumstances that can be possibly dangerous.(v)
(1) Officials admit that the emergency system is unsustainable in the longer run.
(2) But a low rate leads to unsustainable booms and inflations in countries already expanding.

(vi)

(d) offer advise to(vii)
(d) stress(viii)
To rebuild our lives(ix)
(3) and (5)(x)
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littering coasts and waterways around the world, according to Ocean Conservancy. 

7. Boyance Slat, a Dutch student has developed a technology that could sift dangerous plastic particle out of the ocean and sell
them for profit or re-cycling. Richard Thompson recommended that people avoid using products with micro beads and to
make sure they dispose of all plastic products in a appropriate way by, if possible.

SECTION B –GRAMMAR

3. (a) back off
Explanation: Retreat

4. he had not seen her since June.

5. (b) might
Explanation: might

6. (D) enter - enters

7. (c) am looking
Explanation: am looking

8. organize
9. not to repeat the mistake again

10. error correction

are is

11. The flight attendant asked Vishal if could fasten his seat belts.

12. (c) would
Explanation: would

13. (c) He wanted to know if she knew Robert.
Explanation: He wanted to know if she knew Robert.

14. error correction

live living

(a) (1) is the result of (2)
It is clearly given in passages that due to the plastic waste amalgamating in the waters of the oceans, the marine life is
risked and contaminated with micro-plastics in them. Hence, (a) is the right answer.

(i)

Professor in marine biology(ii)
Ocean Trash Index(iii)
Waves(iv)
(d) analysing the fish sold in California.(v)
(d) (III), (IV)(vi)
298,332(vii)
(b) 339,875(viii)
True(ix)
Beyonce Slat has developed a technology that can shift the dangerous plastic particles out of the ocean and recycle it.(x)
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SECTION B – CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS
15. P V. Prabha

112, Aram Nagar Delhi
September 8, 20XX
The Editor
Navbharat Times
New Delhi
Subject: Poor roads and unsanitary conditions in Aram Nagar
Dear Sir/Madam,
I am a resident of Aram Nagar. The roads in our locality are in terrible condition. The potholes and open manholes are like death
traps. Parts of the road were dug up for laying cables a while back and have not been repaired since. This has greatly
inconvenienced vehicle drivers and pedestrians alike. The pits and stones on the road have caused tyres of vehicles to puncture,
leading to falls and accidents.
Stagnant water in the potholes and pits on the road has become a breeding ground for mosquitoes and flies, adding to the woes of
the residents. Adding to the misery, huge garbage dumps can be seen lying here and there, giving an open invitation to both
accidents and diseases.
The authorities should immediately pay attention towards the problem and roads should be repaired at the earliest under strict
supervision so that condition of the roads does not pose any problem further. It is a matter of great concern which needs urgent
attention.
Yours sincerely,
P V. Prabha

OR
18, Rani Bagh 
New Delhi 
December 15, 2018 
The Editor 
The Tribune 
New Delhi 
Sir, 
Subject: Reforming Beggars 
Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper, I would like to draw the attention of Local Councillor towards the above-
mentioned problem. It is a very common sight to see beggars near the religious places, especially near the temples and we, the
God-fearing and generous people show pity on them. Many of them are professional pick-pockets and thieves. Frequent incidents
of chain-snatching and purse-lifting are done by these beggars. The beggars are reported to have been involved in different crimes.
They are commonly seen in buses, at red lights, around religious and tourist places. They take advantage of the rush. Many anti-
social elements have taken to the robes of beggars to escape vigilance and serve their ends. When we give money to them, we
indirectly provide them with indulgence. 
Instead of making them handicapped by giving them, also we should help them in such a direction so they should stand on their
own i.e. they should be made capable to earn respectfully. They should be given shelter under the name of some local institution,
meant for social work. Then they can be trained as per their interest. The members of our society have already taken steps in this
direction. 
You are requested to give this letter an appropriate place, that our request should reach to the concerned authority. The Local
Councillor and the plan of involving the beggars should be started at the earliest. 
Yours truly, 
XYZ.

16. The linear graph illustrates the number of boys and girls who participated in different types of sports in a school.
The data given in the graph shows that football is least preferable with both boys and girls as only 20 girls and 30 boys have
participated in football. Although there are 10 boys more in comparison to girls but it has the least male participants in
comparison to other sports. Badminton is the most popular sport with boys and the second most popular is cricket. Boys
participated more than girls in badminton with around 60 compared to 55 girls. Girls also preferred basketball, equal to badminton
with participation levels of over 55 as opposed to boys who numbered around 45. There is a huge difference in Kho-Kho in which
around 60 girls participated which has the highest number of girl participants in comparison to other sports. On the contrary only
40 boys participated in Kho-Kho.
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Subsequently, the figures demonstrate that boys preferred playing badminton even more than the girls and spent slightly more
time in playing cricket and then basketball. 
However, girls preferred Kho-Kho the most, equally interested in playing basketball and badminton, the least they preferred is
cricket but also did not participate significantly in football.

OR
Women Education

Education women can play an important role in the development of the country. A survey was conducted in Bilaspur to find out
the changes that have occurred between 1995 to 2010 regarding the women education. It was found that there was a rise in the
number of girl's school. Earlier, in 1995 there were only 10 schools. A slight increase was seen in the number which rose to 15 in
2010. Not much growth was recorded in the number of women colleges which rose from three in 1995 to four in 2010. However,
a significant growth was recorded in the number of students in school which increases from 10,000 in 1995 to 16,000 in 2010.
There was a sharp increase of 4000 students in colleges also. The percentage of literacy rate increased steadily from 30 to 55 in
these years. There were no Distance Education Centres at the beginning of the period. However, three such centres were found by
the end of 2010. We can conclude by saying that an overall increasing trend was seen in the women education.

SECTION C - LITERATURE
17. Read the text carefully and answer the questions:

“We, who were outlaws not so long ago, have today been given the rare privilege to be host to the nations if the world on our own
soil. We thank all of our distinguished international guests for having come to take possession with the people of our country of
what is, after all, a common victory for justice, for peace, for human dignity.”

OR
Read the text carefully and answer the questions:
However, during the third lesson, he’d finally had enough. “Anne Frank, as punishment for talking in class, write an essay entitled
- Quack, Quack, Quack, Said Mistress Chatterbox.”
The class roared. I had to laugh too, though I’d nearly exhausted my ingenuity on the topic of chatterboxes. It was time to come
up with something else, something original. My friend, Sanne, who’s good at poetry, offered to help me write the essay from
beginning to end in verse and I jumped for joy. Mr. Keesing was trying to play a joke on me with this ridiculous subject, but I’d
make sure the joke was on him.

18. Read the text carefully and answer the questions:
He should be lurking in the shadow,
Sliding through long grass
Near the water hole
Where plump deer pass.

OR
Read the text carefully and answer the questions:
Some say the world will end in fire, 
Some say in ice. 
From what I’ve tasted of desire 
I hold with those who favor fire. 

The guests at the spectacular ceremony are called distinguished because they are eminent world leaders witnessing it.(i)
d. (i) equality (ii) liberty (iii) self-respect(ii)
rare privilege(iii)
c. (i) overwhelmed ii) elated (iii) honoured(iv)
b. She was able to host the event without any hindrance.(v)

b. verse(i)
c. Mr. Keesing(ii)
ingenuity(iii)
Anne was punished because she's been talking continuously in the class.(iv)
c. Because the topic of the essay given to Anne was funny(v)

a. In the shadow(i)
d. Long grass(ii)
If the tiger would have been free, he would have hidden himself behind the long grass near the water bodies.(iii)
c. A deer(iv)
TRUE(v)
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But if it had to perish twice, 
I think I know enough of hate 
To say that for destruction ice 
Is also great

19. Answer ANY FOUR of the following in about 40-50 words each.

20. Answer ANY TWO of the following in about 40-50 words each.

21. Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 100-120 words.

(b) Fire and ice are symbols-not of natural disasters, but of humanity’s ability to create disasters of its own.(i)
d. Fire- 1, 2, 4; Ice- 3, 5(ii)
warning(iii)
d. Option (4)(iv)
FALSE(v)

After the Buddha had asked Kisa Gotami to get him a handful of mustard seeds, she went from house to house to get the
seeds. People gave her the seeds. But when she asked if anyone had died in their family, they regretfully told her that
they had lost many loved ones and asked her to not remind them of their deepest grief. Kisa Gotami found no house
where someone had not died.

(i)

The poet says that initially, one can see the full moon shining in the open sky but in the end, the moon seems to be
broken like a mirror and its pieces shine in the crown of the tallest oak tree. The change is caused by the shifting of the
trees outside.

(ii)

When Valli stood on her seat to see the sight outside the bus, an elderly man advised her not to stand. He said that she
would fall down and get hurt as he was concerned about her. He called her 'a child'. After hearing this word, Valli gave a
quick reaction full of surprise and anger. She told the elderly man angrily that she was not a child because she had paid
the full fare of thirty paisa like the other passengers.

(iii)

It can be said that the lost ball stands as a metaphor for the boy's lost childhood. The boy was saddened by the loss of the
ball as it will never be found again. This loss also symbolises the loss of his childhood memories. From here he learns to
take responsibility. The boy will now understand that loss is a part of life and one must move on from it. This realisation
would bring a change in the boy as he would be grown up now.

(iv)

The point of controversy between Lomov and Natalya was the ownership over the Oxen Meadows. Natalya said that her
grandfather and great-grandfather owned the land extended to Burnt Marsh, which meant that the Oxen Meadows were
hers. But Lomov argued that his aunt's grandmother had given the free use of the meadows to the peasants of Natalya's
father's grandfather for forty years, in return for which the peasants had to make bricks for her.

(v)

a. I am sad to leave you people and go back to Mrs. Pumphrey's house. It's not that I don't love here. I really love her a
lot and also care for her affection and care. But I miss the company which I got her There I keep lying on my couch
and keep eating the delicacies which are provided to me. I long for my friends. I too want to run, play and exercise
like them. This is the reason I'm unwilling to go back to Mrs. Pumphrey's house.

b. I received great care here in the hospital. The first two days I miss the food that I got in my house. But I actually, felt
lighter the third day. I loved joining my friends and their friendly barking, fighting with them for share of food and
hunting rats at might. You know, food, good bedding and best care can never replace the feeling of freedom that I
experienced here in the hospital.

(i)

When Ausable switched on the lights and closed the door after entering the room, he saw Max with a pistol. Max stood
halfway across the room and aimed at them. Ausable told him that he had given him quite a start. He thought that he was
in Berlin. Ausable sat down on an armchair and fabricated a story about the balcony.

(ii)

Ebright used to tag butterflies' wings and let them go. In fact, the basement of his house was home to thousands of
monarch butterflies. He started losing interest in it because it was a tedious job and there wasn’t much feedback.

(iii)

28 February, 20XX, 
Saturday 10:00 pm 
My heart is filled with sadness as I think of the oppressed who had to tolerate the inhuman attitude of the oppressors in
their own land. The oppression that the communities faced in South Africa under the apartheid regime reminds me the
struggles and hardships of millions of Indians who fought against the oppressive British rule. The white regime in South
Africa was based on racial discrimination. It symbolised exploitation and extraordinary human disaster. The blacks were
deprived of their rights equality and human dignity. In the same way, the Indians were exploited by the British. They
worked in the lands like animals who were only supposed to obey. Their lands, resources and approaches were captured
by the British. The struggle of Indian under British rule resembles with the struggles of the people of South Africa under

(i)
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22. Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 100-120 words.

the apartheid regime. The struggle created a deep and lasting wound on them. But they never gave up their cause,
ultimately, their sacrifices led to their victory- common victory of humanity for peace, for justice and for human dignity.
The first Escape Adulthood is the cure for the common life. The secret to do so is rediscovering the secrets of childhood
that can lead to a life filled with passion, wonder and joy. It's not about escaping reality or responsibility. It's about
breaking free from the vile clutches of stress and fear of what people will think of you. Doing so is a double blessing. It
will not only help you to remain young and lively throughout your life but also make you your child's best friend. You
will understand what your children actually want from you. The greatest wealth that a child wants to possess is his/her
freedom. And the thing that he/she never likes is the constant nagging, unwanted instructions and even over protection
of the parents. Every child, like me (i.e. Amanda) wants to postpone growing up. He/she wants to remain a child for just
a bit longer.

(ii)

Bholi's teacher was very encouraging and friendly to her and this made her gain the confidence to speak. She started
seeing a ray of hope for a new life. After years of gaining an education and with the help of her teacher, Bholi turned
into a confident girl. She no longer stammered and could speak properly. She even had the courage to refuse to marry the
lame old man because he was greedy and asked money from her father to marry her. On seeing her father worried about
her marriage, she said that he did not need to worry as she would teach in the same school where she learned so much
and would take care of him and her mother in their old age. Thus, education and love from her teacher transformed
Bholi.

(i)

Dialogue between Matilda and M. Loisel ________ 
Matilda: I don't know how to tell you this but I met Madam Forestier today and she told me that her necklace was false
one. 
M Loisel: What! I can't believe my ears. That huge debt was for nothing! 
Matilda: Yes, M Loisel it is really surprising that we had to go through so much. I don't know what God had in store for
us. 
M Loisel: Shocking it is really! Unbelievable. She told you all this herself. 
Matilda: Madam Forestier was shocked, even she could believe that we had to go through so much just for the sake of
this false necklace. 
M Loisel: Now what do you think we should do? 
Matilda: Well! We can ask her to give back the real diamond necklace to us. So, that we can repay our debts. 
M Loisel: What if she refuses? 
Matilda: Well! Madam Forestier is a friend of mine. She will never refuse. I am sure. Let me just speak to her. 
M Loisel: Do what you feel like.

(ii)
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