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SOLUTION (SOCIAL SCIENCE)

Class 10 - Social Science

Section A

1. (a) Brundtland Commission Report
Explanation: The seminal contribution with respect to resource conservation at the global level was made by the Brundtland
Commission Report, 1987. The term sustainable development was coined in the paper Our Common Future, released by the
Brundtland Commission. The UN General Assembly realized that there was a heavy deterioration of the human environment
and natural resources. To rally countries to work and pursue sustainable development together, the UN decided to establish the
Brundtland Commission.

2. (d) water harvesting system
Explanation: Many thought that given the disadvantages and rising resistance against the multi-purpose projects, the water
harvesting system was a viable alternative, both socioeconomically and environmentally.

3. (d) The fallen Germania
Explanation: The fallen Germania by Julius Hübner, 1850

4. (a) iv, iii, i, ii
Explanation: iv, iii, i, ii

5. (c) All parliamentary constituencies in the country have a clear majority of one single caste
Explanation: No parliamentary constituency in the country has a clear majority of one single caste. So, every candidate and
party needs to win the confidence of more than one caste and community to win elections.

6. (a) informal sector
Explanation: Poor households don’t have any collateral, which they could use as a guarantee to a lender until the loan is
repaid. so they take loans from informal sources of credit.

7. (d) (a) - (iv), (b) - (iii), (c) - (i), (d) - (ii)
Explanation: (a) - (iv), (b) - (iii), (c) - (i), (d) - (ii)

8. (d) (a) - (ii), (b) - (i), (c) - (iv), (d) - (iii)
Explanation: (a) - (ii), (b) - (i), (c) - (iv), (d) - (iii)

9. (b) Gas Works
Explanation: In many industries the demand for labour was seasonal. Gasworks and breweries were especially busy through
the cold months. So they needed more workers to meet their peak demand.

10. (d) separate
Explanation: A communal mind often leads to a quest for political dominance of one’s own religious community. For those
belonging to the majority community, this takes the form of majoritarian dominance. For those belonging to the minority
community, it can take the form of a desire to form a separate political unit.

11. (a) (a) - (iii), (b) - (iv), (c) - (ii), (d) - (i)
Explanation: (a) - (iii), (b) - (iv), (c) - (ii), (d) - (i)

12. (a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
Explanation: Power-sharing is the very spirit of democracy. A democratic rule involves sharing power with those affected by
its exercise and who have to live with its effects. A legitimate government is one where citizens, through participation,
acquire a stake in the system. People have a right to be consulted on how they are to be governed. The reason explains the basic
tenet of a legitimate government.

13. (a) Deposits with banks
Explanation: Besides in the form of paper notes and coins people hold money in the form of deposits with banks. Here, the
money of people is much more safe and secure. Further people can earn interest on the deposited money.

14. (a) 22
Explanation: 22

Address - 465-A, New Jawahar Nagar, Opposite Ramada Encore Hotel, Mahavir Marg, Jalandhar-144001
Phone No. - 7527034024, 9023290233



2 / 7

15. (b) Odisha
Explanation: Odisha

16. (a) (A)
Explanation: A vendor often manufactures inventoriable items and then sells those items to a customer,  therefore a vegetable
vendor belongs to the secondary sector, and rest three belongs to the tertiary sector.

17. (d) Yarn, Fabric, Button
Explanation: Yarn, Fabric, Button

18. (b) Debt Trap
Explanation: When a borrower particularly in the rural area fails to repay the loan due to the failure of the crop, he is unable to
repay the loan and is left worse off. This situation is commonly called debt-trap.

19. (a) One third
Explanation: It should be made mandatory for political parties to give a minimum number of tickets, about one-third, to
women candidates. Similarly, there should be a quota for women in the decision making bodies of the party.

20. (b) 3 only
Explanation: The idea of satyagraha basically emphasised the power of truth and the demand to search for truth. It suggested
that if the cause was true, if the struggle was against injustice, then the physical force was not necessary to fight the
oppressor. By this huge and great struggle, the truth was bound to ultimately triumph.

Section B
21. The impacts of the First World War on the British economy were as follows:

i. After the war, Britain found it difficult to recapture its earlier position of dominance in the colonial market.
ii. To finance war expenditures, Britain had borrowed from the U.S. At the end of the war, Britain was burdened with huge

external debts.
iii. War transformed the United States from international debtor to international creditor. The United States and its citizens owned

overseas assets.
iv. The war had led to a huge increase in demand, production and employment.
v. End of War boom led to huge job losses because the governments reduced War expenditure. In Britain one out of five workers

was jobless.

22. There is a great change in the caste system because of various factors such as:

a. The efforts of political leaders and social reformers like Jotiba Phule, Gandhiji, B.R. Ambedkar etc.
b. Socio-economic changes also brought a change in the caste system.
c. Increased urbanization, economic development, better education and job opportunities, occupational mobility has made people

less conscious of their caste system.
d. There has been a marked attitudinal shift of the people particularly in urban areas who have become more aware.
e. The Constitution of India provided in legal and political principles equality to everybody irrespective of their caste. The

provision of the Indian Constitution like the prohibition on caste discrimination and untouchability also led to a change in the
caste system.

23. Investment made by an MNC to buy assets like land, building, machinery, equipment, shares etc. in a country other than the
country of their origin is termed as foreign investment. Foreign investment provides for an inflow of foreign capital and funds.
Ford Motors has set up a production plant for cars in Chennai in partnership with Mahindra and Mahindra and they have invested
Rs.1,700 crore in India.

OR
Flexibility in labour laws will help companies in being competitive and progressive. In recent years, the government has also
allowed flexibility in the labour laws to attract foreign investment. Instead of hiring workers on a regular or permanent basis,
companies hire workers ‘flexible’ for short periods when there is intense pressure of work. This helps the companies as it reduces
the cost of labour thereby decreasing the cost of production and ensuring more profits for themselves. The companies can
negotiate wages and terminate employment, depending on market conditions. This will lead to an increase in the company’s
competitiveness.

24. The difference between Literacy rate and attendance ratio is given below:
Literacy rate is the proportion of literate persons in the age group of 7 or above in a country.
Whereas Attendance ratio is the proportion of children of a specific age group attending school to the total number of
children in the same age group.
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Section C
25. An MNC is different from a national company in the following ways:

Multinational Company National Company

It owns or controls production in more than one nation. They
produce and sell globally.

It owns or controls production within the country. They sell
only within the country.

It sets-up offices and factories for production in regions where they
can get cheap labour and other resources.

It has no such option.

Since the cost of production for an MNC is low, it can earn greater
profits. Their main intention is to earn profits.

It has no such scope to earn greater profits. National
companies work for the welfare of the country.

OR
Barriers to foreign trade and investment were put by the Indian government to protect domestic producers from foreign
competition, especially when industries had just begun to come up in the 1950s and 1960s. Post-independence India put barriers
on its foreign trade as the imports had exceeded exports and the country was in huge debt. To reverse the debt and improve the
country's financial condition the government decided to minimize its imports and foreign investment and maximize exports.
Competition from imports (except essential goods) would have given a death blow to growing industries. This policy was changed
in 1991 because of the following reasons:-

i. The government felt that domestic producers were now ready to compete with foreign industries.
ii. It was also felt that foreign competition would improve the quality of goods and services produced by Indian industries.

26. Sacred groves are patches of forest or parts of large forests that have been left untouched. Any interference with them is banned
socially on account of sacredness and spirituality attached to them.

i. Sacred groves literally mean the forests of God and Goddesses. Due to the fear of God people do not cut the forests and kill
the animals.

ii. Sacred qualities in Indian society are ascribed not only to forests but other creations of nature as we (such as rivers, mountain
peaks, animals etc.), which are closely protected.
In this way it is helpful in the conservation of flora and fauna.

A. 27. No. it is not necessary for a country to be big in size to follow power sharing solutions.
B. Other factors like multi-ethnicity, racial, cultural, linguistic, regional differences play and equally important role in devising

power sharing solutions.
C. Power sharing is sought for deeply divided societies where there are varied social interests of various groups and it is required

to share power among them to avoid civic strife and social unrest.
D. Some form of power sharing is always needed to give voice and representation to all the members of the country and involve

them in the working of the system.

28. It's Indian National Congress ,a leading national political party, which espouses secularism and welfare of weaker sections and
minorities.
Four features of this party are listed below :

i. Founded in 1885.
ii. Dominated Indian politics, both at the national and state levels, for several decades after India's independence.
iii. Ruling party at the centre till 1977 and then from 1980 to 1989. After 1989, its support decline.
iv. Maintaining friendly relations with other countries.
v. New economic reform.

vi. Welfare of weaker sections of the society.
vii. Ending poverty.

viii. Secularism etc.

29. Difference:

i. Unitary government has only one level of government whereas a federal government has two or more levels of government.
ii. In a unitary government, the sub-units are subordinate to the centre, whereas, in a federation, the central government cannot

encroach on the rights of state governments.
iii. In a unitary system, the centre can order the subunits which cannot happen in the federation. Both governments are answerable

to the people in a federal system.
iv. In a unitary system, power is not shared but in a federal system governments at different levels should agree to some rules of

power sharing.
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A federation is preferred because:

i. It helps in making administration effective and efficient.
ii. It helps to accommodate all diverse groups.
iii. The existence and authority of each tier of the government is constitutionally guaranteed

Section D
30. Haryana and Uttar Pradesh are the two major cotton-producing states of North India.

Geographical conditions required for the cultivation of cotton:

i. Cotton grows well in drier parts of the black cotton soil of the Deccan plateau. Black soil is also known as black cotton soil
due to the fact that it is ideal for the growth of cotton.

ii. It requires high temperature, light rainfall or irrigation. Rainfall at the time of bursting of the cotton balls is harmful as it spoils
the cotton balls.

iii. It also requires 210 frost-free days and bright sunshine for its growth.
iv. It’s a Kharif crop and requires 6 to 8 months to mature.
v. Major cotton producing states are Maharashtra, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Punjab,

Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.

OR

a. Tea plants grow well in tropical and sub-tropical climates where deep, fertile and well-drained soil, rich in humus and organic
matter is available.

b. It also requires warm, moist and frost-free climate throughout the year.
c. Tea plantation is concentrated in Assam, Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri districts of West Bengal, Meghalaya, Tripura, etc as all

these conditions are available in North-Eastern states of India. We also find some tea plantation in Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Himachal Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, etc.

d. Coffee production in India is dominated in the hill tracts of Southern India, especially in Nilgiri hills of Karnataka, Kerala and
Tamil Nadu due to favourable climatic condition and soil present there. But now coffee production has gradually reached
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, and other North-Eastern states.

31. Following were the obstacles viewed by the new commercial classes, to the economic exchange and growth during the nineteenth
century Europe:

i. There was enormous increase in population all over the Europe.
ii. Population from rural areas migrated to the cities to live in overcrowded slums and could not afford to fulfill the basic needs.
iii. Increase in unemployment. In most countries, there were more job-seekers than employment.
iv. Cheap machine-made goods from England were giving stiff competition to small producers of European towns.
v. The price of food inflated many folds due to bad harvest. It led to a widespread pauperism in European towns.

OR
Otto von Bismarck played an important role in the unification of the country. He is known for his policy of 'Blood and Iron'. 
Otto von Bismarck and the German unification:

i. The middle-class Germans in 1848 tried to unite the different regions of the German confederation into a nation-state.
ii. Otto von Bismarck; the chief minister of Prussia, was the architect of this process.
iii. He took the help of the Prussian army and bureaucracy in his endeavour.
iv. Three wars were fought over seven years with Austria, Denmark and France. The wars ended in Prussian victory

and completed the process of unification.

v. The Prussian king, William I was proclaimed the German Emperor in a ceremony held at Versailles on 18th January
1871 in the presence of important officials, army representatives and Otto von Bismarck.

32. When more people are compelled to do a job which only a few can do, then such a situation is termed as disguised unemployment.
The following measures can be adapted to remove disguised unemployment in the agriculture sector:

i. One or two members of the farmer's family can work in the farms of big landlord and earn wages.
ii. Two or three members of such a family may move to work in a nearby factory and earn more money.
iii. Improvement in the agricultural practices should be done so that there can be an increment in the marginal productivity of the

workers.
iv. More irrigational facilities can be provided to grow two or three crops in a year.
v. By opening processing units of agriculture production, more employment opportunities can be created.

vi. Technical and vocational training can reduce the unemployment of farmers.
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OR
The status of employment in India is shown below:

a. The distribution of the work-force has improved but even today 60% of the workforce finds employment in the primary sector.
A remarkable feature of employment’s situation in India is that there has been a shift directly from the primary sector to the
tertiary sector in India.

b. Though agriculture contributes less than one-fourth to the national income, it employs more than half of the workforce.
Primary sector continues to employ the largest number of workers because not enough jobs were created in the secondary and
tertiary sector. As a result, almost half of India's population is engaged in the agricultural sector.

c. A situation of underemployment prevails in India. A person is willing to work but is not able to get employment of his choice.
Disguised unemployment is very common in the agriculture sector. There are more people working in the fields than required.
If the extra people are removed, output remains the same.

d. The fact that the primary sector employs more but has less contribution in GDP signifies that people in the primary sector are
in disguised unemployment. Hence, the status of employment in India is that people are not working to their potential.

e. Apart from that, the secondary and tertiary sector employs people with high skills and education. There are people like
painters, plumbers and repair persons, who may spend the whole day working but earn very little.

33. Democracy is better than any other form of government. It gives equal rights and freedom to every individual. But then also, it has
some demerits. Following are the demerits of democracy

a. Unstable government: There are lots of political parties in a democracy that are allowed to criticise the government and its
policies. Sometimes, it leads to the downfall of the ruling party and re-elections in the country. This gives instability to the
government. Most of the times no party gets a majority and coalition government is formed, this leads to uncertainty.

b. Slow and inefficient government: Democracy is slow in its functioning. The decision-making process involves long debates
and deliberations in Parliament. This takes a lot of time before the decisions are actually taken.

c. Incompetence Democracy allows every individual to voice his concern. As a result, everybody focusses on his personal
interests and not the collective interests which sometimes leads to incompetent and wrong selections of the candidates in the
government.

d. Role of money and muscle power in a democracy: Money plays an important role at the time of the elections. A lot of
money is needed to organise demonstrations, public meetings and speeches hence the candidates who can raise a lot of money
for the party, are given party tickets. Also, candidates with criminal connections sideline the eligible candidates.

e. No scope for morality: In democracy elections are all about power play and competition so candidates use dirty tricks to win.

OR
To some extent, complaints are treated as a testimony for the success of any democracy, 
We can prove the statement by analyzing certain facts like:

i. Slow and inefficient government: Some people complain that democracy is the least effective form of government and is
slow in functioning. There is no doubt that non-democratic governments can be more effective because they are fast in their
decision making. But it is not certain that decisions are right or wrong. But democracy produces a government that follows
procedures and is accountable to the people.

ii. Unsuccessful in reducing economic exploitation: There is no denying the fact that democracies do not appear to have been
successful in reducing economic inequality. But also, it is only in a democracy that people can raise their voice against not
only economic inequalities, but also against the to other types of inequalities.

iii. The citizens of a democratic country can analysis and compare the work of its existing government and then decide to
continue with the same government or not through. There is always room for correction. It allows people to change the
government.

iv. People can also make use of the" Right to Information Act " in knowing the policies and implementation of them by the
existing government if found some irregularities in work they can file a complaint against it.

Section E
34. Read the text carefully and answer the questions:

In the countryside, rich peasant communities were active in the movement. Being producers of commercial crops, they were very
hard hit by the trade depression and falling prices. As their cash income disappeared, they found it impossible to pay the
government’s revenue demand. And the refusal of the government to reduce the revenue demand led to widespread resentment.
These rich peasants became enthusiastic supporters of the Movement, organising their communities, and at times forcing reluctant
members, to participate in the boycott programmes. For them, the fight for swaraj was a struggle against high revenues. But they
were deeply disappointed when the movement was called off in 1931 without the revenue rates being revised. So when the
movement was restarted in 1932, many of them refused to participate. The poorer peasantry was not just interested in the lowering
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of the revenue demand. Many of them were small tenants cultivating land they had rented from landlords. As the Depression
continued and cash incomes dwindled, the small tenants found it difficult to pay their rent. They wanted the unpaid rent to the
landlord to be remitted. They joined a variety of radical movements, often led by Socialists and Communists. Congress was
unwilling to support ‘no rent’ campaigns in most places. So the relationship between the poor peasants and the Congress remained
uncertain.

35. Read the text carefully and answer the questions:
For centuries, silk and spices from China flowed into Europe through the silk route. In the eleventh century, Chinese paper
reached Europe via the same route. Paper made possible the production of manuscripts, carefully written by scribes. Then, in
1295, Marco Polo, a great explorer, returned to Italy after many years of exploration in China.
China already had the technology of woodblock printing. Marco Polo brought this knowledge back with him. Now Italians began
producing books with woodblocks, and soon the technology spread to other parts of Europe. Luxury editions were still
handwritten on very expensive vellum, meant for aristocratic circles and rich monastic libraries which scoffed at printed books as
cheap vulgarities. Merchants and students in the university towns bought the cheaper printed copies.
The production of handwritten manuscripts could not satisfy the ever-increasing demand for books. Copying was an expensive,
laborious and time-consuming business. Manuscripts were fragile, awkward to handle, and could not be carried around or read
easily. Their circulation, therefore, remained limited. With the growing demand for books, woodblock printing gradually became
more and more popular.

36. Read the text carefully and answer the questions:
We use different materials and services in our daily life. Some of these are available in our immediate surroundings, while other
requirements are met by bringing things from other places. Goods and services do not move from supply locales to demand
locales on their own. The movement of these goods and services from their supply locations to demand locations necessitates the
need for transport. Some people are engaged in facilitating these movements. These are known to be traders who make the
products come to the consumers by transportation. Thus, the pace of development of a country depends upon the production of
goods and services as well as their movement over space. Therefore, efficient means of transport are pre-requisites for fast
development.
Movement of these goods and services can be over three important domains of our earth i.e. land, water and air. Based on these,
transport can also be classified into land, water and air transport. For a long time, trade and transport were restricted to limited
space. With the development of science and technology, the area of influence of trade and transport expanded far and wide.
Today, the world has been converted into a large village with the help of efficient and fast-moving transport. Transport has been
able to achieve this with the help of an equally developed communication system. Therefore, transport, communication and trade
are complementary to each other.

The rich peasant communities - like the Patidars of Gujarat and the Jats of Uttar Pradesh - was active in the movement.(i)
Congress was unwilling to support ‘no rent’ campaigns because they thought that it might upset the rich peasants and
landlords.

(ii)

For the rich peasants ‘swaraj’ meant struggle against high revenues.(iii)

Luxury editions were handwritten on very expensive vellum, meant for aristocratic circles and rich monastic libraries
which scoffed at printed books as cheap vulgarities.

(i)

Two drawbacks of handwritten manuscripts in comparison to printed material were:

a. Copying was an expensive, laborious and time-consuming business.
b. Manuscripts were fragile, awkward to handle, and could not be carried around or read easily.

(ii)

Marco Polo’s contribution to print culture was as:

a. In 1295, Marco Polo returned to Italy after many years of exploration in China.
b. He brought the knowledge of woodblock printing with him.

(iii)

Movement of goods and services from their supply locations to demand locations necessitates the need for transport.(i)

i. Movement of these goods and services can be over three important domains of our earth i.e. land, water and air.
ii. Based on these, transport can also be classified into the land, water and air transport.

(ii)

i. Efficient and good transport for speedy movement of goods and services to different parts of India and to fulfill the
needs of the people is needed.

ii. Goods and services do not move from supply location to demand locations on their own. This necessitates the need
for transport.

iii. Some people are engaged in facilitating these movements. They go to traders who make the products and take them
to the consumers by transportation.

(iii)
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Section F

A. a. 37. Ahmedabad
B. Nagpur

b. 

iv. The pace of development of a country depends upon the production of goods and services as well as their
movements over space. (Any two relevant points)
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